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MEETING OF THE RUSK COUNTY 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

JULY 29, 2008
7:00 P.M.
Meeting called to order by Chair Randy Tatur at 7:00 P.M.
Roll Call.  Present –19 . Excused – 2.  Present: DuSell, Hauser,  Svoma, Stevens, Roth, LaPorte, Kaiser, Lieffring, Skogen, Mai, Willingham, Schultz, Hofacker, Platteter, Heiden, Taylor, Schneider, Golat, Tatur.  Excused: Costello, Stencil.  Corporation Counsel Richard Summerfield present.
Invocation by David Smith of Ladysmith Baptist Church.
Pledge of Allegiance led by James Hofacker, District #15 Supervisor.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion by Golat, second by Lieffring to approve minutes of the June 24, 2008 and  July 7, 2008 meetings.  Motion carried by aye vote.
RESOLUTION #08-32  NON-LAPSING RECYCLING FUND FOR EVENT EXPENDITURES
WHEREAS, the purpose of the Recycling Department is to promote recycling, composting, and resource recovery through the administration of an effective recycling program,

WHEREAS, it is the goal of the Recycling Department to implement and promote recycling programs, and

WHEREAS, there is currently an account for Event Expenditures within the Recycling Budget, and

WHEREAS, the Recycling Department has co-sponsored several promotional events including America Recycles Day and Earth Day and has accepted donations earmarked for specific events, and

WHEREAS, there is a need to make this account non-lapsing so donations can be carry forwarded to future events, and

WHEREAS, the Rusk County Ag and Extension Committee voted to make the Event Expenditure account non-lapsing at the July 1, 2008 committee meeting.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Recycling Department requests that the County Board make the Event Expenditures budget non-lapsing.

S/Roth, Heiden, Schultz, Tatur, Hofacker.
Motion by Heiden, second by Golat to adopt.  Discussion on having passed a non-lapsing fund last year.  Rosemary Schmit, Auditor, will check and bring back to the Board.   Motion by Platteter, second by Heiden to table until Schmit has the information.  Motion carried by aye vote.

RESOLUTION #08-33 RECOGNIZING SEPTEMBER 10th - OCTOBER 10th AS VOTER REGISTRATION MONTH IN RUSK COUNTY

WHEREAS, the right of American citizens to vote is ensured by the United States and Wisconsin Constitutions, and registering empowers us to vote on Election Day, upholding the basis of democracy with one voice, one vote; and

WHEREAS the Help American Vote Act of 2002 (HAVA) requires that everyone register prior to voting, and while most Rusk County citizens are currently registered to vote, aproximently an additional 3900 people are eligible to vote but have not yet registered; and

WHEREAS, if already registered and there have been no changes to voter information, no further registration is required, but if registered voters move or have a name change a new application must be filled out; and

WHEREAS, because of the large number of expected voters at the November 4, 2008 election, with people casting their votes for President, members of Congress, state legislators, and county officials, registration lines at the polls could be long, but if voters are registered by October 10th, names will appear on the poll list, making the voter process faster and more efficient;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Rusk County Board of Supervisors hereby recognizes September 10, 2008 through October 10, 2008 as 

VOTER REGISTRATION MONTH IN RUSK COUNTY
and urges all eligible Rusk County citizens to register to vote with their municipal clerk during that time, and then exercise their right to vote at the November 4th General Election.
Submitted by Denise Wetzel, County Clerk: S/Tatur.
Motion by Skogen, second by Platteter to adopt.  Wetzel explained the WCCA encourages counties approval of the resolution due to high turnout expected for the November presidential election.  Resolution adopted by aye vote.
RESOLUTION #06-23P AMEND THE RUSK COUNTY GENERAL CODE TO CREATE AN ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLE ORDINANCE AND TO DESIGNATE ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLE ROUTES
Complete copy of the Resolution is available in the county clerk’s office.
BB.  Town of Wilson – CTH “F” from the Sawyer County Line to South Town Line Road.
Motion by DuSell, second by Hofacker to adopt.  Discussion on map available of current approved roads.  Resolution adopted by aye vote.

RESOLUTION #08-34  FUNDRAISING FOR A NEW ANIMAL SHELTER BUILDING 

WHEREAS, the existing animal shelter building is starting to need major repairs with items such as the heating system and the concrete kennel walls and floors, and

WHEREAS, the current shelter has maxed out all available space, leaving no room to work with the animals and customers, and

WHEREAS, in the current shelter, there is no way to separate incoming and possibly sick animals from those healthy ones awaiting adoption, and 

WHEREAS, in the current shelter, there is no kennel large enough to comfortably hold a litter of puppies or a dog that is nursing puppies, and 

WHEREAS, the shelter budget already has an endowment fund of $20,000 for a project such as this, and

WHEREAS, some residents and business have expressed interest in doing fundraisers for a new shelter building, and 

WHEREAS, there may be grant monies available to cover most of the expenses involved with building a new shelter;   

WHEREAS, a new shelter would not be built until adequate funding had been accrued;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Rusk County Board of Supervisors, that they give approval to proceed with fundraisers and grant applications to cover the cost of building a new animal shelter building.
S/Tatur.
Motion by Hofacker, second by Liefrring to adopt.  Discussion on location, effect on cost, staffing and funds going to account established by county auditor.   Resolution adopted by aye vote.
RESOLUTION #08-35  RUSK COUNTY AIRPORT STATEMENT OF PROJECT INTENTIONS

RESOLVED, by the Rusk County Board of Supervisors that the attached list of proposed improvements are in the best interest of the Rusk County Airport;

WHEREAS, Wisconsin Statutes require a Statement of Project Intentions from airport owners contemplating federal and/or state aid within the next six years; and

WHEREAS, this Six Year Statement of project Intentions is used by the Department of Transportation, Bureau of Aeronautics for planning and budgeting purposes and is not a petition for federal and/or state aid; and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this governing body contemplates requesting federal and/or state aid for the projects listed on the attached schedule of airport improvements.

Submitted by Property/Airport Committee: S/Kaiser, Hauser, Skogen, Schultz.
Motion by Hauser, second by Skogen to adopt.  Andy Albarado, Economic Development Coordinator, informed Board submitting a petition to the state is required every couple years to keep the airport eligible for future project funding.  County has been approved for snow removal and security equipment.  Discussion on deer fence.  Resolution adopted by aye vote.   Complete copy of Resolution is available in the county clerk’s office.  
RESOLUTION #08-36  CREATE A NON-LAPSING CONTINUING APPROPRIATION FOR FAIRGROUNDS OVERNIGHT PARKING REVENUE 

WHEREAS, the Ag and Extension and Property Committees established overnight parking fees at the fairgrounds in 2007. 

WHEREAS, the overnight parking is available for participants of user-group multi-day activities at the rate of $5.00 per night without electricity and $10.00 per night with electricity.

WHEREAS, the current parking areas require improvements including but not limited to electrical upgrades and site renovation. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Rusk County Board of Supervisors approves establishing a non-lapsing continuing appropriation which will be used for maintenance and upgrades of the overnight parking sites at the Rusk County Fairgrounds.

Submitted by Property Committee: S/Skogen, Platteter, Kaiser.
Motion by Hofacker, second by Hauser to adopt.   Discussion on what happens when fair is in progress and campground license versus parking fee.  Resolution adopted by aye vote.  

RESOLUTION #08-37  ESTABLISH PROCEDURE FOR SPENDING POWER LINE IMPACT FEES

WHEREAS, Rusk County received a One-Time Environmental Impact Fee in the amount of $1,208,564.00 for the Arrowhead-Weston Transmission Line Project; and

WHEREAS, Rusk County has spent $178,443.68 in 2007 and has obligated $75,000.00 for 2008 leaving a balance of $955,120.32; and

WHEREAS, interest that is earned on this fund can be spent on non-environment expenses as well as environmental expenses and in 2007 and 2008 was used to lower the levy; and

WHEREAS, the mission of the Rusk County power line environmental impact fund is to provide support and improve the environment and quality of life in Rusk County.

WHEREAS, the County Conservationist and the Finance Committee have created an application form to be used by individuals, groups, or organizations wishing to receive money from the power line environmental impact fund.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that individuals, groups, or organizations wishing to receive a portion of the power line environmental impact fund for environmental purposes apply to Rusk County on the appropriate application form provided by the Rusk County Conservationist, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the County Conservationist will collect these completed applications and present them to the Finance Committee of the County Board at its April meeting each year, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Finance Committee will rank the applications according to guidelines listed on the application and forward applications and rankings to the full County Board for approval, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that up to $30,000.00 each year may be awarded for the application process unless two-thirds of the Rusk County Board of Supervisors agree to exceed this amount.

Submitted by the Finance Committee:  S/Tatur, Skogen, Taylor, Kaiser, Platteter.
Motion by Platteter, second by Schultz to adopt.  Discussion on draft copy of application.  Resolution adopted by aye vote.  

 RESOLUTION #08-32  NON-LAPSING RECYCLING FUND FOR EVENT EXPENDITURES
Motion by Platteter, second by Skogen to take Resolution #08-32 off the table for discussion.  Schmit advised Resolution #07-29 passed on August 28, 2007 provided for this.  Resolution failed by aye vote. 
UNPAID FINES – CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
Renae Baxter, Clerk of Circuit Court, reported process for collecting unpaid fines.  Warrants are not issued, we suspend Wisconsin driver’s license and intercept Wisconsin tax refunds.  There’s been discussion on contracting with a collection agency as they can cross state lines.  Other counties have written old fines off.  Discussion on what portion of fine stays in county and goes to state and putting responsibility on the state to collect and getting federal government to participate in tax intercept.  Baxter will survey other counties for what they are doing with old accounts.
SALE AND DEPLETION OF GRAVEL PIT SOLD
Discussion on the sale, why it wasn’t put out for bids, no evaluation done, did we get fair price and need to develop a policy to sell county owned property.   Ed Wundrow, Highway Commissioner, explained the issues with the pit.  Reclamation, no gravel left to be taken out, sand content and need for washing to remove silt and  no plan for this.
Recess at 8:30 p.m.  Reconvened at 8:45 p.m.

Closed session announced by Chair for discussion and possible motion on land dispute with Louis Hanson – Town of Cedar Rapids.  Conferring with legal counsel for the governmental body who is rendering oral or written advice concerning strategy to be adopted by the body with respect to litigation in which it is or is likely to become involved, WI Statutes 19.85(1)(g).
Motion by Hauser, second by DuSell to enter closed session.  Roll call.  Voting yes - 19.  Voting no – 0.  Voting yes:  DuSell, Hauser,  Svoma, Stevens, Roth, LaPorte, Kaiser, Lieffring, Skogen, Mai, Willingham, Schultz, Hofacker, Platteter, Heiden, Taylor, Schneider, Golat, Tatur.  Motion carried by roll call vote.
CLOSED SESSION at 8:45 p.m.
Motion by Stevens, second by Platteter to return to open session.  Motion carried by aye vote.

OPEN SESSION at 9:04 p.m.
Motion by Schultz, second by Hauser to approve the agreement with the Hanson.  Motion carried by aye vote. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Chief Justice Shirley Abrahamson will be here August 5, 2008 from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Platteter commented on receiving a phone call from an elderly citizen who asked that the county board be made aware of the need for senior citizens to get help they need to remain in their homes.

Taylor commented on the need to continue health care with RCMH and recognize RCMH and the exemplary work by its staff.  Schultz supported Taylor.
Skogen advised Wisconsin County Magazine will grant (5) $2,000. scholarships to children or grandchildren of county board members who apply.   

WCA seminar “Current Issues in County Organization” August 25, 2008 in Stevens Point.  Let clerk know if attending.
Willingham announced LTCD (Long Time Care District) is moving forward into certification process.  Rusk County starts May 2009.

Wetzel announced she submitted an application in to WCD for the Good Government Award for the Shop With A Cop – Christmas For Kids programs.
2008 WCA Annual Conference – October 12-14, 2008 - Kalahari, Wisconsin Dells.  Let clerk know if attending.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Hauser, second by Stevens to adjourn.   Motion carried by aye vote.  Meeting adjourned at 9:18 p.m.
Next meeting August 26, 2008.

Denise Wetzel, Rusk County Clerk

Bonnie Stoneberg, Chief Deputy Clerk

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































