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MEETING OF THE RUSK COUNTY 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

JANUARY 31, 2008
7:00 P.M.
Meeting called to order by Chair Randy Tatur at 7:00 P.M.
Roll Call.  Present – 19. Excused – 2.  Present: DuSell, Hauser, Svoma, Fetke, Kromrey, Solsrud, Kaiser, Dixon, Costello, Skogen, Mai, Willingham, Farrington, Hofacker, Heiden, Taylor, Schneider, Golat, Tatur.  Excused: Platteter, Stencil.  Corporation Counsel Richard Summerfield present. 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Phil Kaiser, District #7 Supervisor
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion by Dixon, second by Golat to approve the minutes of the December 18, 2007 meeting.  Tatur requested a correction to the minutes.  Page 131 Heiden had abstained from the vote for appointment of Housing Authority not Hospital Board Elections.  Motion carried by aye vote.
RECOGNIZE SPECIAL GROUPS AND INDIVIDUALS
Carolyn Forde, Rusk County Community Library Director, asked the board if they would like a biannual library reports in February and July.   The consensus of the board was yes.  

COUNTY FOREST REPORT 2007

Paul Teska, County Forester, reviewed the 2007 report.   Teska reported that the timber sale program had a slow but good year.  The higher priced wood is getting cut.  The log market is poor, selling for grade.  Discussion on what type of product the pellet plant will use and what could be done to utilize our campgrounds to generate more revenue.  Comparison with other counties, the use of Trails End Youth Camp, taking campground reservations and upgrading campsites with electricity and showers were suggested.   Motion by Kaiser, second by Heiden to approve the County Forest Report.  Motion carried by aye vote.  A complete copy of the report is available in the County Clerk’s office.
APPROVAL ON LAND AND WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN
Paul Carow, County Conservationist, provided copies of the report to the board.  Carow noted that this report should be done every 5 years.   Eldon Skogen advised that the Land & Water Conservation Committee reviewed the plan and were pleased with it.  Motion by DuSell, second by Skogen to approve the management plan.  Motion carried by aye vote.  A complete copy of the plan is available in the County Clerk’s office.
RESOLUTION #08-01   DEVELOPMENT OF RECREATIONAL BOATING FACILITIES: JOSIE CREEK PARK BOAT LANDING COMMUNITY PARK BOAT LANDING NORTH SHORE BOAT LANDING

WHEREAS, Rusk County hereby requests assistance for the purpose of developing recreational boating facilities at Josie Creek Park Boat Landing, Community Park Boat Landing, and North Shore Boat Landing.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Rusk County has budgeted a sum sufficient to complete the project and; 

HEREBY AUTHORIZES Paul Teska, Rusk County Forest Administrator, to act on behalf of Rusk County to:

    Submit an application to the Wisconsin Waterways Commission for financial assistance;

    Sign documents; and take necessary action to undertake, direct and complete the approved project.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Rusk County will comply with state and federal rules for the programs; may perform force account work; will maintain the completed project in an attractive, inviting and safe manner; will keep the facilities open to the public during reasonable hours consistent with the type of facility; and will obtain in writing from the Wisconsin Waterways Commission before any change is made in the use of the project site.

Submitted by Land and Forestry Committee: S/Hauser, Svoma, DuSell, Schneider.

Motion by Fetke, second by Costello to adopt.   Paul Teska explained the formalities are a grant requirement.  The resolution gives authorization to apply for the funds.   Resolution adopted by aye vote.
RESOLUTION #08–02    AMEND RUSK COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE SCHEDULE OF FEES
WHEREAS, the Sheriff’s Committee has met and compared the Sheriff’s Office fee schedule dated 01/01/07, and

WHEREAS, the current fee for Civil Process Service is $40.00 for each service, and $20.00 for each additional defendant who is served at the same address, as a flat fee including attempts and mileage,

WHEREAS, the cost of the service and mileage has increased, 

WHEREAS, the fee will be increased to $50.00 for each service, and $25.00 for each additional defendant who is served at the same address, as a flat fee including attempts and mileage,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Rusk County Board of Supervisors adopt the following fee schedule to be used by the Sheriff’s Department effective on February 1, 2008.

	Copying fees


	$0.15 per page 

	Search fees
	Costs associated with locating records may be charged if the cost exceeds $50.00 (Prepayment required)



	Record checks
	$5.00 per subject waived for criminal justice agencies 



	Records checks with ID cards
	$10.00 per subject

	Photos


	$1.00 each  

	Copies on VHS tapes
	$4.50 per tape  

	Copies on CD


	$0.50 per disc  

	Copies on audio cassette
	$2.50 per tape  

	Civil Process Service fees
	$50.00 for each service, and $25.00 for each additional defendant who is served at the same address, as a flat fee including attempts and mileage.   Pre-payment may be required if subject has no account with Sheriff’s Office

	Sheriff’s Sale fees
	$150.00 

To be paid $75 at time of posting and $75 at time of sale

	Execution  on a judgment
	$50 per officer, per hour

	Request for officers at specific functions or activities
	$50 per officer, per hour

This fee will be waived for government, school, and non-profit organizations.   Fee not charged for officers to make presentations and demonstrations.

	DOT counter fees
	$5.00

Charged only when a temporary license plate is issued

	Fingerprinting for employment
	$15.00

	Postage fees
	Actual cost of mailing requested items

No fee if requestor provides postage paid envelope/package

	Sales Tax
	5.5% added where required by law


Submitted by Sheriff’s Committee and Finance Committee: S/Skogen, Golat, Willingham, Hauser, Farrington, Tatur, Taylor, Solsrud.

Motion by Willingham, second by Skogen to adopt.  Discussion on the discrepancy in the charge for CD’s.  The county charges $2.00 for a copy on CD versus this resolution charging $.50.  Research will need to be done to see which amount is correct.  Resolution adopted by aye vote.  
RESOLUTION #08-03   A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING REGIONAL COOPERATION IN WEST CENTRAL WISCONSIN
WHEREAS, the evolving realities of the local, regional, state, national, and global economic environments are imposing challenges on many fronts, in both the public and private sectors; and 

WHEREAS, one solution to these challenges involves cooperation on a multi-county, regional basis; and 

WHEREAS, regional cooperation for enhanced delivery of services in economic development, workforce development, community development, tourism, and the entire spectrum of educational systems is recognized, promoted, and encouraged by State and Federal governments,  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Rusk County Board recognizes and supports the benefits of regional partnerships in achieving its goals and objectives, thereby enhancing the west central Wisconsin region to respond to competitive economic development challenges; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Rusk County will become a founding member of  MOMENTUM  as defined by the attachment to this resolution, while assuring that active participation as a founding member will be consistent with the Corporation’s goals and objectives in its service territory and aimed at enhancing the delivery of services to our clientele;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Rusk County Economic Development will provide staff, material, logistical, and financial support to such regional cooperative efforts deemed appropriate by the Board and staff in achieving the goals stated above.  

Submitted by Finance Committee: S/Skogen, Tatur, Taylor, Solsrud.
Motion by Skogen, second by Willingham to adopt.  Andy Albarado, Economic Development Director, explained the benefits of regional partnerships, staffing, materials and cost to the county.   There is no obligation.  The county can with draw at any time.  Resolution adopted by aye vote.
APPROVED AGREEMENT PERTAINING TO THE PROPERTY LEGALLY DESCRIBED AS LOTS 1-4, AND LOT 6 OF BLOCK 1 IN THE PLAT OF FLAMBEAU FALLS IN THE CITY OF LADYSMITH
AGREEMENT

In and for the following mutual considerations the undersigned City of Ladysmith and Rusk County agree as follows.

Pertaining to the property legally described as Lots 1-4, and Lot 6 of Block 1 in the Plat of Flambeau Falls in the City of Ladysmith.

This agreement addresses the Gateway Park/Parking Lot project that will be constructed on subject property (Plat of Flambeau Falls, North Half of Block 1 and Lot 6 of Block 1),  The City and County have agreed to work collaboratively on the development and this document includes the responsibilities and concessions of each party.  

The Gateway Park/Parking Lot project is a public works and beautification effort that will include public/courthouse parking and green space, as well as a potential Farmers Market site.  The City initiated this project as part of a larger effort to redevelop the downtown area of the City.  The lots involved with the development were part of the area impacted by the 2002 tornado, as was much of the surrounding area.  While the surrounding properties have been redeveloped the subject lots have had little improvement work done.  The primary purpose of the project is to create an attractive gateway area to the downtown area, as well as create a versatile and functional parking area for the courthouse and community. 

The City was able to secure a Community Development Block Grant from the State of Wisconsin Department of Commerce to assist with the project.  Prior to the project proceeding the City of Ladysmith owned the Northwest Quarter of Block 1 (Lots 3 & 4), and Rusk County owned the Northeast Quarter (Lots 1 & 2) of Block 1 as well as Lot 6 of Block 1.  The following describes the responsibilities and concessions of each party, in order for the project to proceed and the management of the property thereafter.

The City Will:

Be responsible for the design/layout of the Gateway Park/Parking Lot project, but will allow the County reasonable input into the design/layout.

Be responsible for all costs associated with design/layout, development, construction etc. associated with the initial project unless stated otherwise in this agreement.

Be responsible for maintaining adequate property insurance on the site.

Not allow any City property to be stored on the site for more than a 24 hour period. (Squad cars, evidence, equipment, etc.)

The County Will:

Transfer ownership of their lots to the City prior to commencement of the project.  This transfer of ownership is necessary to comply with terms of the CDBG grant award, and also to have a consistent ownership of the entire property.  The County’s transfer of ownership restricts the City to only use the County property for the purposes of this development as described in this agreement.  If the County’s property is not entirely used for free public parking purposes, said property shall immediately revert back to the County, and County shall have the right of first refusal on the City’s property.  In addition, the public parking spaces in said parcel shall be used to count towards the county’s parking spots in conformity to City of Ladysmith ordinance 13-1-92, (Zoning Code, Parking Requirements.

The County will be responsible for all general and routine maintenance on the property, and the costs associated with this work.  This includes but is not limited to lawn mowing, snow removal, and landscape maintenance.

The County will, upon financial Cooperation Agreement being negotiated, finance the construction of the Farmer’s Market facility on the site.  The County will finance the construction contingent upon the City agreeing to repay the County on an installment basis, from revenues accruing to TIFD #8.

Not allow any County property to be stored on the site for more than a 24 hour period. (Squad cars, evidence, equipment, etc.)

Both Parties Together Will:

Manage the property through the already established City/County Joint Management Committee.  Any issues regarding the site will be referred to this committee for discussion and decision if necessary. 

As needed negotiate and agree to any rules/restrictions/covenants that are necessary to govern the property.

Each maintain liability insurance coverage that includes the site.

Determine what non-routine improvements to the site are needed and negotiate the financial responsibility of these improvements.  These type of improvements would include, but are not limited to, new pavement, replacing sidewalks, replacement of landscape elements, new structures etc.

Any amendments to this agreement will be subject to the approval of the Rusk County Board of Supervisors and the Ladysmith City Council.
Motion by Kromrey, second by Heiden to approve the land agreement.  Albarado passed out diagrams of the proposed Farmers Market pavilion to the board and explained the grant for the A&W and Hofacker lots.  The grant requires the city be in control of all property involved.  Once transferred, the county will not be responsible for the existing assessment.  The city requests the county finance the pavilion to be refunded from TIF funds.  Discussion on maintaining landscaping, the possibility of a driveway off of Hwy. 8 and green space completed by Mardi Gras.  Motion carried by aye vote.

POSSIBLE TRANSFER OF LAND OWNERSHIP BETWEEN RUSK COUNTY AND THE CITY OF LADYMSITH PERTAINING TO PARCEL IN ROSS SUBDIVISION – PARTS OF LOTS 1,2,8,9,10 AND THE RIGHT OF WAY IN EXCHANGE FOR LOT 8 IN CORBETTS 3RD ADDITION

Motion by Skogen, second by Heiden to approve the transfer of property.  Discussion regarding the hockey rink, who pays for the lights and who is responsible for maintaining it?  Motion carried by aye vote.
RESOLUTION #06-23L   AMEND THE RUSK COUNTY GENERAL CODE TO CREATE AN ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLE ORDINANCE AND TO DESIGNATE ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLE ROUTES 
WHEREAS, Rusk County has not created an ordinance regulating the uses of all-terrain vehicles in the county, and 

WHEREAS, Rusk County has not designated any all-terrain vehicle routes in Rusk County, and 

WHEREAS, it has become necessary to promote the recreational use of all-terrain vehicles in Rusk County to designate a limited number of all-terrain vehicle routes. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Section 7.16 of the Rusk County Code is renumbered to Section 7.17. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Rusk County Board of Supervisors does hereby ordain as follows: 

Section 7.16 of the Rusk County Code is created as follows: 

7.16 All-Terrain Vehicles. 

(1) Except as provided in (2) below, Section 23.33 as it exists at the time of the adoption of this ordinance, and as it may from time to time be amended, is hereby adopted as a Rusk County ordinance. 

(2) Sections 23.33 (13) (b) 2. And 3.; 23.33 (13) (c), (cg), (cm), and (d) are not adopted as portions of the Rusk County All-Terrain Vehicle Ordinance as they provide for criminal penalties which can not be made part of a county ordinance. 

(3) The following are designated as all-terrain vehicle routes in Rusk County: 

              A.Town of Big Bend -County Highway D from Plumber Road to Dzimiela Road. 
       B. Town of Big Bend -County Highway D from Cut Across Road to Fireside Lake Road. 
              C. Village of Hawkins -The portion of CTH “M” from Grand Ave to South Ave. The portion of CTH “M” from Grand Ave
                   to Highway “8” is Closed to ATV travel. 
              D. Town of Murry -CTH “H” from Highway “40” to Imalone Road in the Town of Murray. 

E. Town of Hawkins CTH M south of South Avenue in the Village of Hawkins to 

Little Jump Road and CTH “M” north of the Village of Hawkins line to Cranberry Road. F.Town of Washington – CTH “D” from Old “D” to Ranch Road, CTH “E” From CTH “D” north to Chippewa Ave, and CTH “E” from Bailey Rd North to Town of Thornapple.

G Town of Hubbard – CTH “A” from the intersection of State Highway 40 and CTH “A” to the intersection of West Fairveiw Road and CTH “A”. For the purpose of ATV traffic across the Chippewa River Bridge on CTH “A” to allow access to the ATV trail system in the Blue Hills. 
H Town of Rusk – CTH “F” from Bednarek Road to Sugar Lake Road, a distance of 2.5 miles. 

I. Town of Rusk – CTH “D” from Sunrise Point Road to the Town of Rusk/ Town of Big/Bend line, a distance of approximately 1.5 miles 

J.Town of Big Bend – CTH “D” from Plummer Road to the Town of Big Bend/Town of Rusk line. 

K. Town of Stubbs – CTH “F” from Amacoy Lake Road to Norwegian Road. 
L.
Village of Tony – CTH “I” north from North Avenue to Deertail Road and CTH “I” due south from Highway 8 to Old 14. 

M.
Town of Willard – CTH “I” from Rangeline Road to CTH “G” and CTH “G” to the Conrath Village Line. 

N.
Town of Hawkins / Village of Hawkins – New CTH “M” from Hanson Rd. east to South Ave. 

O.
Town of Rusk – CTH “D” from the Barron County Line to Sunrise Point Road (approximately 5 miles). 
P.
Village of Sheldon – CTH “VV” from Spur Road north to CTH “D” and and CTH “D” from east village limits to west village limits. 

Q.
Town of Big Bend – CTH “D” from Dzimiela Rd to Fireside Lake Rd. 

R.   Town of Wilkinson – CTH “F” from Town Line Road to CTH “O”. 

S.
Town of Marshall – CTH “D” from Pioneer Road south to the Village of Sheldon limits and CTH “D” south of the Village of Sheldon limits to W5655 CTH “D”, Village of Sheldon.
T.  Town of Stubbs – CTH “F” from the north side of Weyerhaeuser to Kozak Rd. 
U.  Town of Washington / Indianhead ATV Club – CTH “D” from Ranch Road To the Town of Washington / Town of          Willard line. 
(4) The cost of appropriate signage and markings for designated all-terrain vehicle routes shall be paid by an all-terrain vehicle club or the Township in which the route is located. 

Submitted by Highway Committee.
Motion by Dixon, second by Golat to adopt.  Resolution adopted by aye vote.
RESOLUTION # 08-04   AMMEND AUTHORIZING WAGE ADJUSTMENT FOR CHILDREN & FAMILIES AND ADULT SERVICES SUPERVISOR POSITIONS 

WHEREAS, the Health & Human Services Board has approved a re-organizational plan that includes not filling a vacant supervisory position; and

WHEREAS, the duties and responsibilities of the vacant supervisory position have been transferred to the Children & Families Supervisor and the Adult Services Supervisor; and

WHEREAS, the Health & Human Services Board and the Personnel Committee recommend a wage adjust to the two supervisory positions whose duties and responsibilities have been significantly increased; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Rusk County Board of Supervisors that the Personnel Committee recommended wage adjustments be authorized as follows: Children & Family Services Supervisor: currently $25.47 per hour to $26.74 per hour; Adult Services Supervisor; currently $25.47 per hour to $26.74 per hour, effective January 1, 2008;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the regular 2 % increase received by Rusk County employees effective January 1, 2008 go on top of this wage rate per the recommendation made by the Personnel Committee at their September 6, 2007 meeting. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that should the proposed organizational change not be sustainable, requiring the filling of the vacant supervisory position, the wage adjustment authorized by this resolution will be rescinded.  

Submitted by the Personnel Committee. S/Kromrey
Motion by Dixon, second by Kromrey to adopt.  Resolution adopted by aye vote.

COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING
Randy Tatur summarized the presentation from the Towns Association meeting.  Discussion regarding the counties options, costs and benefits of a plan and how public hearings would be handled.   Discussion regarding township involvement, the possibility of going in with the county plan, the effect on townships with and without zoning and concern for loss of financial gain within the townships.   It was suggested that staffing in departments put together any current information that would apply to an element of the plan and turn it over to Albarado.  Motion by Willingham, second by Dixon to ask to put together the ground work for starting the comprehensive plan, staffing needs, an outline on where we should start, and report back to the board next month.  Roll call.  Voting yes-16.  Voting no-3.  Voting yes: Hauser, Svoma, Fetke, Kromrey, Dixon, Costello, Skogen, Mai, Willingham, Farrington, Hofacker, Heiden, Taylor, Schneider, Golat, Tatur.  Voting no: Solsrud, Kaiser, DuSell.  Motion carried by roll call vote.

Recess at 9:05 p.m.  Reconvened at 9:26 p.m.
APPOINTMENTS
Motion by DuSell, second by Costello to approve the appointment of Ted East to the Senior Services Advisory Board.  East will replace Jenny Schemenauer.  Motion carried by aye vote.
Chair announces closed session for discussion and possible motion on the possible purchase of Northwest Properties of Rice Lake, LLC. 

For deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business,
whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session, WI Stats 19.85(1)(e).
Motion by Costello, second by DuSell to enter closed session.  Roll call.  Voting yes-19.  Voting no-o.  Voting yes: DuSell, Hauser, Svoma, Fetke, 

Kromrey, Solsrud, Kaiser, Dixon, Costello, Skogen, Mai, Willingham, Farrington, Hofacker, Heiden, Taylor, Schneider, Golat, Tatur.
CLOSED SESSION at 9:28 p.m.
Motion by Skogen, second by Golat to return to open session.  Motion carried by aye vote.

OPEN SESSION at 10:05 p.m.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Randy Tatur advised of a letter from Wild River Trails in reference to a regional approach to the trail system.   He will be attending a meeting in March.  
Tatur announced we will be receiving the Power line installments.  

February 26th meeting will be County Government Day at 9:00 a.m.  Prior to the meeting there will be a public hearing on the Potter farm grant.
ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Golat, second by Fetke to adjourn.  Motion carried by aye vote.  Meeting adjourned at 10:10 p.m.
Next meeting February 26, 2008.
Denise Wetzel, Rusk County Clerk

Bonnie Stoneberg, Chief Deputy Clerk

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































